








Cross the eld to the gap in the wall, go through,
then cross the eld towards some houses until you
reach a wooden stile. The path continues straight
ahead with houses mainly to the right. Where the
path meets a rough road, go straight over (past two
large vertical stones) and continue along the path
which goes down steps to a road (Stones Lane). Turn
left, passing the Methodist Church on the right.
Turn left at the junction and go down Chapel Hill,
passing another Methodist Church on the right.

From the Church, proceed downhill past the
Linthwaite Clough School on the left.

When you come to the road junction, turn left and you
will come to Hoyle House Fold and then Manchester
Road.

Cross the road using the pedestrian crossing, turn right
and continue along the road past a row of shops. At
the end of the shops , take the second turning on the
left, Bargate, which branches off downhill and
becomes Lowestwood Lane. (There is a sign for
Wellhouse at the junction.) Go downhill and cross the
River Colne.

Note the large mill on your right, Originally named
Westwood Mill, it is known locally as Titanic Mill, as
it was built in 1912, the same year as the Titanic was
launched and lost. The mill was never fully utilised and
when it closed it stood derelict until recently when a
comprehensive regeneration scheme was carried out.
The building now provides apartment living and a
health spa.

Walk a further short distance along the road until you
reach the Hudders eld Narrow Canal. Turn left onto the
towpath and ahead you will see Low Westwood Mill.
Continue along the canal. You will pass a bridge over
the canal at Lees Mill Lane. Do not cross the bridge
but carry straight along the towpath. This brings you
back to the centre of Slaithwaite. Cross the canal
when in the centre and rejoin Carr Lane and its
parade of shops.

The walk ends here.

The drawing on the right shows Linthwaite
Methodist Church and the Wesleyan Schools in the
foreground and the old Methodist Church (1867) in
the background. The Colne Valley was a stronghold
of the Methodist faith. John Wesley, however, had
a job converting the people. He wrote in 1759, “I
rode over the mountains to Hudders eld. A wilder
people | never saw in England; the men, women
and children lled the streets as we rode along and
appeared to devour us... How intolerable a thing is
the Gospel of Christ to them who are resolved to
serve the Devil.”




